Integrative oncology imperative for nurses.
To provide an overview of key issues and resources related to complementary and alternative medical (CAM) and integrative approaches in cancer care. Peer-reviewed publications and web sites of professional, federal, and academic institutions and organizations. The field of integrative oncology is growing and research evidence in this area is burgeoning. Many cancer patients are using and can benefit from CAM. There are many resources and educational opportunities available to oncology nurses to enhance their CAM knowledge and skills. Nurses must keep abreast of the growing evidence in integrative oncology that documents the safety and efficacy of different CAM approaches for cancer patients. It is critical that nurses be aware of reputable resources and legal implications related to use of CAM.